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Devon Mortimer Wills

The following list is aimed to be a tool for those researching Mortimer family connections in the County of Devon. All
Devonshire wills were destroyed during the Blitz in World War Il when the Exeter Probate Registry was destroyed,
although lists and catalogues of wills in the registry were drawn up before the war. The Devon Wills project (DWP)
recently made a survey of all surviving lists and abstracts that were made before World War Il and all were
catalogued with their source and reference. The writer has made an extract of all entries for the surname Mortimer
and its variants in the DWP, including a single entry for each known will, prioritising the most complete or available
source. When a will was listed in pre-war catalogues but neither copied nor abstracted, it is stated as only a listed
entry (le). For the vast majority of families, most wills are simply listed entries, but due to the Mortimer surname’s
historic connections, it generated significant interest and many more wills were reviewed compared to other
families. One such important researcher was Burke, whose contributions constitute the Source College of Arms (CA).
Charles Worthy included over 100 of these abstracts in his book Devonshire Wills (WOR) which is freely available
online. Those abstracts that were not included (over 60 entries) can be consulted at the College of Arms, or ordered
for a fee. It is hoped that all of these wills will one day be reviewed so the Mortimer family relationships can be
ascertained with more confidence.

Extract for the surname Mortimer in Devon Wills

The following table is arranged by order of date then first name alphabetical order.

Fi
Surname irst Parish County f)ccupat Year Type Record Court Source Reference Notes
name ion
Mortimer John Devon 1547 % le EXE FRYA c.t. 195 [no place shown]
Mortymore  Nicholas Sandford Devon 1556 w ab ECCE WOR
PROB
Mortymore  Edmund Halberton Devon 1558 w co PCC 11 41
Mortymer James Sandford Devon 1558 w ab ECCE WOR
Mortimer  John Sl Devon 1559  W? le ECCE  FRYB 581
Priorton
Mortimer
alias Richard Lapford Devon 1563 w le BARN BECK W.
Tanner
dated 1568 - no date
Burke - Vol of probate given but
Mortimer John Colebrooke Devon 1568 w ab ECCE CA * listed between wills
149, f. IV .
proved in 1571 and
1573
Mortimer Agnes Sandford Devon 1571 w ab ECCE CA ?Z;ki >”\I/OI'
Mortymer Thomas Colebrooke Devon 1573 w ab ECCE CA ?Z;ki _VVOI'
Mortimer Dymond3,
alias Susan North Huish Devon 1574 w le TOT MISC Vol. 4, p.
Pomeroy 334
Mortemere  John St Winnow ICornwaI 1576 w ab ECCE WOR
. - Weare
Mortimore William . Devon 1578 W le BARN BECK T.
Gifford
Morten Joan West Devon 1581 W le BARN  BECK W.
Buckland
. Burke - Vol.  to be buried at
Mortimer Thomas Sandford Devon 1581 w ab ECCE CA 149, . VI Sandford
. Cheriton
Mortimore John | R Devon 1587 w le EXE FRYA c.t. 337
Fitzpaine
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c.a. 510

W.

Burke - Vol.
149, f. VI

m.a. [no place shown]

m.a. [no place shown]
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Burke - Vol.
149, f. |
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[from probate date]
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149, f. IX

Burke - end

of Vol. 149 not in calendar
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Burke - Vol.
149, f. XIV
Burke - Vol.
149, f. XV

m.a.

Burke - Vol.
149, f. 1

Burke - end

of Vol. 149 not in calendar

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XVI

Burke - Vol.
149, f. IV

also le 1619

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XVII

Burke - Vol.
149,f.V

probate and admon.

p-67 to dau Anne

accounts compiled by
p.20 Johan Bredye of
Sandford, widow

court record: case

Series 1, p. concerning lack of
461 accounts made by
executors
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Burke - Vol.
149, f. V

Inv. Admon. & Inventory

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XIX

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XX
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149, f. XXI
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149, £. XXII abstract of inventory

same will as proved
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JHW 490 Pell
Burke - Vol.
A 149, f. |
FRYA A.
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FRYA A.
Series 1,
MOGT 0,907
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MOGT 0.935
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Burke - Vol.
CA 149, f. 11
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Burke - Vol.
CA 149, f.
XXXVII

court record: Mary
Frost alias Mortimer
cited to exhibit the
will. Will listed in
calendar but original
not found

court record: William
Mortimore cited;
subtraction of legacy.
Mary Burnell alias
Mortimore,
daughter, claims
legacy

the elder

d. 1658, intestate.
Ab. of admon.
Included in WOR.
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149, f. XXX
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149, f. XII

parish name is
PROB 6/103  presumably given on
Apr the original

document
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Burke - end listed in calendar, but
of Vol. 149 original not found
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captain's
clerk

husband
man

miller

1742

1743

1744

1746

1747

1747

1748

1754

1758

1760

1762

1764

1766

1766

1767

1770

1772

1772

1774

1776

1776

1778
1778

1779

1779

1782
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CA

DHC-A

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

WOR

CA
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CA
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PROB
11

CA

DHC-W
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CA

WOR
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CA

WOR
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Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXII

281M/T832

Burke - Vol.
149, f. |

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXXI
Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXXII

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXIl

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXIV

Burke - end
of Vol. 149

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXVI

Burke - Vol.
149, f.
XXX

Burke - Vol.
149, f. LXVII

961

Burke - Vol.
149, f. XXVII

76

Burke - Vol.
149, f.
XXXIV

Burke - Vol.
149, f. X1l

will

listed in calendar, but
original not found

the elder

of H.M.S. "Hussar"

Orphans' Court Wills
(Instructions for
making Mary
Mortimores Will)

wife of John
Mortimer, yeoman
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Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Esther

William

Elizabeth
John

George

John

Humphre
y

Mary
Richard

John

Diana

John

Mark

Ann

John

Nicholas

John

Thomas

George

Joseph

Hannah

Henry

Richard

Sarah

George

Exeter St
Paul

Shaldon

Exeter
Bridford

North Bovey

Halberton

Exeter

Silverton

Dunsford

Ringmore in
Shaldon

Great
Torrington

Exeter St
Edmund

Clifton

Plymouth

Bovey Tracey

Ringmore in
Shaldon

Morchard
Bishop

Ringmore in
Shaldon

Halberton

Plymouth;

Royal

Hospital

Bradninch

Halberton

Exeter St
Thomas the
Apostle

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Glouc

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

wife

mariner

innholde
r

gentlem
an

yeoman

surgeon

cordwai
ner

spinster

seaman,
R.N.

yeoman

seaman,
R.N.

yeoman

mariner

widow

seaman,
RN. of
HMS
“Boston

”

gentlem
an

spinster

butcher

1784

1784

1786

1786

1787

1787

1788

1789
1789

1790

1794

1794

1794

1795

1795

1795

1797

1798

1799

1799

1800

1802

1804

1809

1811
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co

ab

co

ab

ab

ab

co

ab

ab

ab

ab
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co

co

ab

ab

PCC

PCC

EXE

EXE

TOT

EXE

PCC

PCC
EXE

EPRE

BARN

EXE

TOT

EXE

ECCE

EPRE

PCC

PCC

PCC

EXE

EXE
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PROB
11

PROB
11

1117

1124

WOR
FRYA A.

WOR

WOR

PROB

11 1161
ACA Oct

WOR

1926 office copy will &

DHC-A B/P/F/1/8 inventory

WOR

WOR

Burke - Vol.
CA 149, f.
LXXIX

of Kenton at the time
of his death

DHC-A 281M/F6-7 two copies of will

H.M.S. "Standard";
executor - Margaret

NAVY FED LA, Mortimore, wife; [NB
f. 160 , ,
- 'Place’ shows
executor's abode]
Burke - Vol.
A 149, f. XXIX
WOR Stokeinteignhead
H.M.S. "Barfleur";
NAVY ?DIZ/IGMZ/ % executor - Mary
’ Mortimore, wife
Burke - Vol.
CA 149, £, XXXV the elder
WOR
PROB
1 1340
invalid patient. died
Plymouth Hospital;
ETOB 1384  exec.: father Tho
Mortimer of
Pembroke
PROB
11 1414
DDR1 IR 26/336
DDR1 IR 26/336
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Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Mortimore

William

John

James

Hugh
George

Matilda
Ann

Susanna

Mary

Nicholas

John

William

William

Edward

Henry

John

Thomas G
George
Ann

John

Thomazin

John

Thomas

Richard

George

John

John

Robert
Moysey

John
Stappers

Bradninch
Shaldon

North Upton,
Dunsford

Hemyock

Bradninch

Dawlish

Silverton

Hemyock

Dartmouth

Newton
Abbott,
Wolborough

Silverton

Plymouth

Exeter Holy
Trinity

Cullompton

Plymouth

Blackawton

lIsington
Dunsford

Exeter St
Sidwell

Drewsteignto
lIsington
Silverton
Dunsford

Drewsteignto
n

Plymouth; 8
Mill St

Plympton St
Mary

Dartmouth

Stoke
Damerel

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

Devon

spinster

widow

grocer

dyer
woolco

mb
maker

fuller
and dyer

dairyma
n

yeoman

shipwrig
ht

1813

1814

1817

1818

1820

1820

1820

1821

1821

1822

1822

1823

1824

1825

1825

1826

1827
1829

1829

1829

1830
1831

1833

1834

1834

1834

1834

1836

= £ £ =
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co

co

co

co

co
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co
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co

co
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co

co

ab

co

co

co

co

co

co

co

co

ab

ab

co

co

PCC

EXE

TOT

TOT

PCC

EPRE

PCC

TOT

PCC

PCC

PCC

TOT

TOT

PCC

IRW

IRW

IRW

IRW

IRW

PROB
11

DDR2

IRW

DDR2

DDR2

IRW

PROB
11

DDR2

IRW

PROB
11

DDR2

IRW
IRW

PROB
11

IRW

IRW

IRW

PROB
11

PROB
11

DDR2

DDR2

IRW

PROB
11
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M 951

M 933

M 932

M 930

M 940

1627

IR 26/460
f.599

M 935

IR 26/462
f.366

IR 26/464
f.368

M 952

1671

IR 26/468
f.435

M 943

1701

IR 26/472
f.538

M 941
M 938

1751

M 936

M 944
M 950

1813

1828

IR 26/488
f.456

IR 26/488
f.344

M 948

1864

Admon. to son Ricd
Mortimore of
Cullompton

Admon. to son Robt
Mortimer

Admon. to dau Joan
wife of Wm Tapper,
thatcher

Admon. to wid. Sara
Mortimore

Admon. to son Tho
G. Mortimer of
Blackawton

[NB - 'Place' shows
administrator's
abode]; admon to
Rachel Mortimer,
widow

[NB - 'Place' shows
administrator's
abode]; admon to
Mary Mortimore,
widow
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Mortimer John Warkleigh Devon 1837 w co IRW M 934

Stokeinteign

Mortimer Elizabeth head Devon 1838 w co IRW M 929
[NB - 'Place' shows
. . IR 26/498 administrator's
Mortimer Elizabeth Wareham Dorset 1839 A ab EPRE DDR2 £308 abode]; admon to
’ William Mortimer,
father
[NB - 'Place' shows
. IR 26/498 administrator's
Mortimore Grace Blackawton Devon 1839 A ab EPRE DDR2 £365 abode]; admon to
' Mary Mortimore,
mother
[NB - 'Place' shows
. IR 26/498 administrator's
Mortimer Jane Wareham Dorset 1839 A ab EPRE DDR2 abode]; admon to
f.308 . .
William Mortimer,
father
Mortimore Elizabeth Lustleigh Devon 1841 w co IRW M 939
Mortimore George Lustleigh Devon 1841 w co IRW M 942
Mortimore Susanna Lustleigh Devon 1841 w co IRW M 949
Mortimer  Wiliam  Morchard Devon 1844 W co IRW M 937
Bishop
IR 26/510 admon to Richard
Mortimore Susanna Pinhoe Devon 1845 A ab EPRE DDR2 £318 Mortimore, tanner of
' Cullompton, brother
. Ann
Mortimer Exeter Devon 1847 W co IRW M 928
Reynell
. . PROB
Mortimer Jane Barnstaple Devon widow 1848 w co PCC 11 2079
Mortimore William Stoke. Devon 1848 W co IRW M 953
Fleming
Mortimore Sarah Stoke Devon widow 1849 w co PCC PROB 2090
Damerel 11
. PROB
Mortimer George Ide Devon yeoman 1851 W co PCC 11 2142
Mortimore John S Devon S 1851 W co PCC PROB 2139
Damerel ht 11
Mortimer Hugh Hemyock Devon 1852 w co IRW M 931
Mortimore Mary Silverton Devon 1853 W co IRW M 946
Mortimer  CZabeth i o th Devon  wife 1854 W ©  PCC PROB 2194
Prideaux 11
admon to Robert
Mortimore H.arrlet Dartmouth Devon spinster 1855 A ab TOT DDR2 oAl Macey Mortlmore’
Rich f.166 silversmith of
Dartmouth, brother
. East
Mortimore John Devon 1856 W co IRW M 945
Stonehouse
licensed
Mortimore ~ John East Devon  victualle 1856 W 0 PWDRO  447/9/7
Stonehouse , -W
Mortimore Richard Silverton Devon 1856 w co IRW M 947
Mortimer  Samuel  Exeter Devon gi”t'em 1857 W ©  PCC ZTOB 2244
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Mortimore

Mortimer
Mortimore
Mortimer

Mortimore

Mortimore

Source key

Row Labels
WOR
CA
PROB 11

IRW
FRYA

DDR2
BECK
DHC-W
MOGT
DHC-A

DDR1
FRYB

FURW
JHA
NAVY
JHW
ACA
FTNAA
MISC
NDA

PWDRO-W
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Salome Exeter St 74
Reynolds Leonards Devon 1859 co DHC-W B/MT2169
el Devon 1862 co DHC-W  D7/499/6
Wilmot
Richard Cullompton Devon tanner 1862 co DHC-W 74

P B/MT2166

- D29.3/WIL

William Braunton Devon 1863 co NDA Vol. 2, p. 60
Richard Cullompton Devon tanner 1875 co DHC-W 74

P B/MT2168
Harriet 74

Cull t D 1894 DHC-W
Reynolds - ompton evon co B/MT2165
Source

Worthy, C. Devonshire Wills, London: Bemrose, 1896.
College of Arms
Wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (TNA)

DHC copies of Inland Revenue Wills retained by the Estate Duty Office (1812-1857).

Fry, E.A. (ed.) Calendar of Wills and Administrations relating to the counties of Devon and Cornwall,
proved in the court of the Principal Registry of the Bishop of Exeter, 1559-1799, and of Devon only, proved
in the Court of the Archdeaconry of Exeter, 1540-1799. British Record Society Index Library Vol 35 (1908)

Death Duty (Estate Duty) Administration Abstracts (TNA IR 26), for the period 1812-1857

Beckerlegge, J.J. (Ed.) Index of the Wills and Administrations relating to the County of Devon proved in the
Court of the Archdeaconry of Barnstaple, 1563-1858

Wills Card Index (DHC).
Moger, Olive M. Abstracts of Testamentary Causes
Devon Heritage Centre - Wills found via A2A

Death Duty (Estate Duty) Will and Administration Abstracts (TNA IR 26), for the period 1796-1811

Fry, E.A. (ed.) Calendar of Wills and Administrations relating to the counties of Devon and Cornwall,
proved in the Consistory Court of the Bishop of Exeter, 1532-1800. British Record Society Index Library Vol
46 (1914)

Fursdon, C.A.T. Genealogical contents of Devon and Cornish wills and inventories [ca.1558-1810] - Vol. Il

Devon Names in the Calendars of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury Administrations (1581-1660), by Jean
Harris

Registers of Seamen's Wills
Devon Names in the Calendars of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury Wills (1383-1700), by Jean Harris
Anthony Camp's Index of Prerogative Court of Canterbury Administrations 1750-1800

Devon PCC Admons 1700-49

Wills, Administrations and Inventories in Miscellaneous Sources - for a list of these sources (to date)
see Miscellaneous Minor Sources

North Devon Athenaeum

Plymouth and West Devon Record Office wills card index
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